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[Symbolic Interactionism and Identity Construction in Virtual
Environments]

Abstract:

This study examines identity construction in the virtual world through the lens of Symbolic
Interactionism as a theoretical framework that explains the formation of the self through negotiated
meanings within social interaction. The study draws on Mead’s (1934) concepts of mind—self—society
and Blumer’s (1969) formulation of the core premises of symbolic interactionism regarding the
emergence and modification of meaning. It also incorporates Goffman’s (1959) dramaturgical analysis
of self-presentation and impression management, extending this perspective to fit a digital environment
characterized by content persistence, searchability, scalability, and context collapse (boyd, 2010; Gil-
Lopez et al., 2018; Szabla, 2020).

Furthermore, the study integrates contemporary literature on the “automated” or “algorithmic™ self,
highlighting users’ awareness of algorithmic systems and their adaptive responses to them (DeVito,
2021; Lee etal., 2022; Eg, 2023; Metzler et al., 2023). The findings suggest that digital identity is neither
a direct reflection of the offline self nor a complete detachment from it; rather, it is a symbolic—
sociomaterial construction produced through continuous interaction among the social actor, the
audience, the platform, and its algorithms. The study proposes a multi-level analytical model to interpret
this process of identity construction.

Keywords: Symbolic Interactionism, Digital identity, Self-presentation, Impression management,
Networked publics, Context collapse, Algorithmic awareness.
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